
New Life for an Old Dress 

was the costume that Helen K a p i d i s ~ ,  an 
F.I.T. graduate student, chose last spring to For infomation or reservations or to respond ro our wish list, 
restore for her Master's thesis project. please call (212) 777-1089 or e-mail n y c l 8 3 2 @ w c ~ e . c o m  

Now the restomtion is complete and an 
amazing transformation has occwed Sahlrday. December 7 , 1 0  a.m. w 1  pan. 

The first step was humidification of the workshop: wreaths & Evergreen Dearations 
Evergreens, pine cones, dried materials and ribbons will be provided to decorate 

Then came the repair of a large tear and 
the job of reattaching the skirt, which had of hot cider, tea and cookies. 
been completely detacbed from the bodice. 
Helen speculates that long ago someone had 
decidedtoremodelthemesSbutabdoned 
the project before it was finished. 

So careful and meticulous was the 
restoration process that Helen used the 
original needle holes as she did the stitching. 

However, the biggest challenge was the 
replication of the sleeve: first transferring - Our Annual 19th-Century 
the m t r i c  floral panern to silk screens, - 
then matching the pigments. and finally 

Holiday Party & Silent A& 
The House never looks more beautiful than it  does during tbe hdiday season. Figured 

screening replacement fabric. Helen then mahogany and crystal prisms will dance in the candlelight, just as they did 150 years 
made a pattern, using the extant sleeve as a ago. The tree will be up, and garlands of greens, flowers, and fruit win dewrate the 
model, and created a new sleeve. elegant parlors. The wassail bowl will be full. the table will be laden with holiday fare, 

F i l y  she sewed appropriate and The Claremont Strings will fii the rooms with music. And for your delight-many 
undergarments, a collar and neck ribbons so unique items will be (silently) auctioned during the evening. $20. M e m h  free. (ff 
tbat the dress could be placed on exhibit. you're not already a member, now is the perfect time to join. Retom the membership 

Helen worked a miracle on this historic coupon on the back.) 
Tredwell costume, and we wish to tbank her 
for her fine work. The dress will be on display 
beginning January 8. along with a Wednesday, January 1,2003.3 w 6 p ~ n .  
photographic stepby-step record of the Traditional New Year's Day Open Hollse 
restoration process. We celebrate the Old New York custom of "calling on New Year's Day. We'U toast 

2003 with champagne punch and hot cider and feast on holiday cakes and confectionery. 
Guided tours of the Merchant's House and walking t o m  of the neighborhood. 
$20. Members $10. - - - - 

Antiques-furniture, china, 
17ae burgundy and black geomefrtcfE~ra! glassware, decorative i tems-  that 

The Berenice Abbott 
design of the roller-printed fabric. you are ready to retire. We'll resell them to P 

, ~ t B e i M u s . m  ; . ~ ~ 

We're Makingour List. . . on October 23, the photograph of the 

Here are some items love to see under our Refrigerator, full-size and i n  good Me=ht'sHousebY BereniceAbboVt went 

tree.  he value of your gifts: is tax--&ble, condi t ion,  to store the delectable fare for to our bidder. 

of course. our parties. Our old one is on its last legs. A gift to the Museum from Stan Ries and 
Aline Hill-Ries and Stephenson B. Andrews. 

In order to display our outstanding 19th- Our thanks to those who responded the photo was takenin 1937, shortly after 
century costume collection on a rotating to our  last wish l ist:  the Museum opened its doors, as part of a 
basis: A state-of-the-art Kyoto Stephenson B. Andrews andTerence Cook ~ e d ~ d  & Project of the WPA. 
mannequin designed to correspond to the for the laptop computer that makes it It is one of a series of photographs that 
ideal body type of the mid-19th century possible to work on curatorial records on made to document the changing face 
(achieved origidly with serious corseting). site. And also for a much-needed monitor. of New York City. She considered the 
These lifelike models are made of an inert Merchant's House an imperiled building, but 

that does not emit destructive gases as Stan Ries and Aline Hill-Ries and 
Stephenson B. Andrews for the 1937 rest assnred, 65 years later, we're still here. many composition materials do. (Cost is 

$1500.) Berenice Abbot photo of om doorway. The photo is hanging on the groond floor. 

Built in 1832, the Merchnnf's House Museum is New York City's only family home premed  intact-inside Md out-from rhe 19th cenhr~. 
~ r i r  ~ - ~ l - 5 p n  wwy-mm 



For resemtidm, please call (212) 777-1089 or e-mail 
nyc1832@merchantshouse.com 

Opening Thursday, Febrwy 6,2003 Board oi Directors 
Exhibit: "Flirting With Fans: Anne Fairfax 

The Language ofLove in the 19th CentU'y" Helen Michalis Bonebrake 
The exhibit will feature fans (we have 17!), p d a ,  and gloves from the collection Ganison W. Brinton 
and explore bow these items were used by women to communicate romantic feehi@ Frances Ek* 
while under the watchful eyes of their elders. Ledtues to be announced. M a r m  Halsey Gardiner 

Frldny, January W,2W3,6:30p~n Winter Wine Tmtings 
Frihy, February 21,2003,6:30pa Jaseph PeU Labadi 

In collaboraaon w f h  ow NoHo Neighbor. Illside out2 ~~~~~j~~ the Bizabeth Lugar 
Astor Wines & Spints. Mid-19th Century Woman Richard F. McKeon 
www.uncorked.com 

Kate Bums OtIavino 
Richard Franklin Sammons 

William Sofield 

from storage will include drawers, chemises, 
Karen Treadwell 

Margaret Halscy Gardiner 

May 15-26,2003 Erecutive Director 

Thursday, F e w  13,6:30 to8:30 p.m. Tour of Sweden Shira S i l v e r n  
French Hissea Ciass~cal America end the Merchant's Collections Manager 
From French vines come fm wines for House M w m  wiU cbsponsor a 12-day Joseph Esposito 
Valentine's Bubbls, reds, and whites that 

excursion of Sweden focusing on the will captivate your senses. 
beautiful and charming 18thsenuUy 

Thnrsday, March 13,6:30 to 8:30 p.m. arcbiteanre and dewration aswiated witb 
Ports in a Storm the monarch, Gustav In. Participants will 
P a ,  Sherries and dessert wines to help also enjoy the cuisine and the &PitalitY 
wardoff March winds! 

q Good Neighbor-$50 ~Family/Howbold-$75 PIotector $125 [7 C u k d  Hero $250 
Rincely Supprter-$SOO q Lead~ng Light-$1,000 Paragon of Virtue-%?SO 

Senior CitizenlStudent-$25 

W a s e  a check made out to the Merchant's House Museumand mail to 29 East Fontth Stncf New York. NY 10M13 
or cbarge. your anttribution 17 Visa q Mastex Card q Amricau E;xpms 

Card No, Exp. Signature 

You may be eligible for nmcliing conmnmbution from your employer. @so, please enclose a matching @form 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip Tel. 

my The Museurn's publfc education program are 
spomwed in part through the generous sUpport Of City of New York 

the Public Service Award program of the New F'arka &Recreation 

~ ~ . ~ ~ O R O ~ ~ O P W Y W K O I M  York Cfty Department of CuItural mairs. I 


