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You're invited,. ,. 

HOME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS 

This year, more than any other, we :ill need a '[rang dose of sugar plums 

and old-fashioned holiday cheer. Please join us. 

WEDN ESDAY, DECEMBER 12,6 TO 8 P.M. 

ANNUAL 19TH-CENTURY HOLIDAY PARTY 
The I-louse will be in festive holiday dress - with boughs of holly, wreaths and topiaries, swags 

and garlands, spice pomanders and fruits, a traditio nal table-top tree, cornucopia - and "kis~ng bal~ 

tne wassail Dowl wiln,t Cifkd , and the house will be alive wi-;-h music and holiday spirit. 

Candlelight LOurS and holiday savories and potables. Holiday rarne, too. $20. Members Cree. 

/I por! /!)fJ ~f d;l pro(w# will be dlmatd (oJ a.fia)dJor the familits of rbt tlt""1 firifighltrs 
from Engtrll 33/1.ati.1u 9, our tldghborhoodJirt.ho<Asr, who /OSI Ih,dr fives 011 Stpttmbtr I /. 

T UESDAY , Dt:cEMBER 4, 6:}O P.M . 

LECTURE: 
THE HOLIDAYS IN 19TH~CENTIJRY NJ;wYORK 

Celtinalions, C ,,/turt, and Customs 

So many of ou r holiday traditions today wok root 

in 191.h centu ry New York City: t he New Yorl<:. 

Knic:k.erbockers traflsrormc.d t he saintly St. Nicholas 

into l:Iu:. secular Santa C laus, ;Uld we began c.aroling, 

shopping (or C:hr~~lmassing, as it was known) , giv 

ing gifts, sc.nding car<h;, dec:nrHl.ing departmcnt srorc 

windows, and redSl:ing. Ch risl:lll:ls became the most 

Jopular holidatin Ameljsa. 

Illustratcd slide leccure by nOled3,!"chil.e .. uJf;l] and 

cultural hist.Or ian SybiJ Grnfr will herald the 

season and St. NichCllas Day, Dccember 6. 

Reception (o llows. $ J 2, members S J o. 

(OWf tbanks to Sybil Jor Ibt bistorical inJurmotioll sb, pfo\!idlli 

JOT tbis NtWs/dlr'f') 

SATlJlmAY, DECEMBER 8. 10 A.M. TO 1 P.M. 

WORKSHOP, 
WREATHS & EVERGREEN DECORATION 

The lise or greenery goes w:ly hack. - 2,<XX) years 

- to the. Druid.,;, the Norse, and l:he Romans, wh o 

decoratee! their homes wit.h greens, which didn\ die 

in the dismal and d:lrk wimer. Because evergreens 

grew in the cold and darl<:.ness, and some like Lhe. 

holly and mistletoe even blossom cd, they wcre 

though! 10 be magical and became. a symbol or 

immonalicy. The greens were made into differen t 

rorms including garlands, roping, and wreaths. a 

classical inspiration . Our front door lS graced this 

--noiitIay se3son With a magmflcenl."WUal.h g~r:rou s ly 
donated by the Incredible Christmas Store. 

Evcrgreens, pine cones, dricd materials, 3nd ribbo ns 

will be provided to decorate 110: crmiUa wreaths cre. 

attd by John Rommel, Head Gudener. (rom our 

own gardcn sh ruhs (nOl coticc1.ion). Crapc-wrenh 

forms alS() avaibhle., or come with YOllr own wrearhs 

to decorate. Hal cidLr, [ea, and cookies. Bring doth 

~ love.~. $25 donatiorl benefits [he Garden t:und. 

' I'tJP.sDAY. JANUARY 1" - 6 P.M. 

NEW YEAR'S DAY Z002 

SUNIJAY, D£KLWBI;R 9, 5 P.M. 

A DICKENS HOLIDAY CELEBRATION, 
A READING OF A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

Published in 1843 . A O,.is/m as ClI101 was an im;tant 

success. When Diehus made his reading tour of 

Amer ica in 1867-68, Harper's Weekly rcponed Lh at 

his sl.Orics were "pleas for humanity .. (hc usc-mial 

precept is .. . lo love onc another." 

O h, t hat human ity had listened. 

Actor Gregory St. Joh~l. dressed in : 9th-cGllury 

costum e, recrc.3I.es the c1as5ic cha racters o( Scrooge, 

Marlcy, Bob Cratch it. Tiny Tim - and aJlthc 

giloSls, ur course. Reception (e3l.Uring pon win e, 

English jumblc "nti (mite.ales, and our ~Jwn '(i~ 

pudding' (ollows 3l 6:'iO p .l n . $15. Members ~IO. 

In the 19th cen tury , the gc:ndemen of New York City sall ied forth on New Year's Day ro make calls on friends. 

family. and acquaintances. The ladies suyed home to receive the: gucstS and preside over a sumptuous buffet and a punch bowl 

liberally laced with akohoL Needless to say •. afttc the third or fourth visiL, t.hc January chat was usuaUy van9uished. 

Wc look fo rward to ce lebraLing this New Year espec ially with friends by cOlll.inuin g this O ld New York t radition o( "calling". We' ll toast with (:hampagne pun ch 

an d feast on holiday cakes an<1 confectioncry. Guided tours of the l-Iol1se, informall:alks on Lhe el.i(l'u::ue of calling. aud walk in g (Oll rs of the m:ighborhood 

throughout t.hc afternoon. Bring YOllr 21St-century co llin g card (personal or business) for ()ur prize drawing. $20. Members $o! o. 



AN ApPEAL AT YEAR'S END .... 
With the necessary (:md appr6p.ri;nc) cancellation in early October of OUf Iargc:sr :l1lllual fundc;)i sing event - thr NYC Oyster Festival - the 

Museum now faces an unprtCldtnud budget shortf:lll for rhe year. 

Along with ;tIl t h ilt yo u (l;CC' doing to help others in this time of extraordinary need, p lUlSt consider also a contribur.ion to Merchant's ' louse - its 

continued survival in rhe histo ri ca l course of New York City has "(wc me."lnt more. 

0$ __ 

YFS, I want to preserve this uniq ue l.andmark of 19th-century New York 

fo r genera t ions to come with a tax-deductible donation of: 

0$1,000 0$500 0$250 0$100 0$ 50 

P!c.Jse make checks payable to rhe Merch:lIlu' House Museum o r charge you r contribution to 

o American Express 0 Visa 0 Master Card 

Card No, _____________ _ Exp. date ____ Sign:1wrc _______________ _ 

Nanlc ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address 

C;[y/Smc/Z;p _________________ Tel _________ ____ Em,;1 ___________ _ 

The: Mf'(ch~nt · s I louse: lcknowle:dg~s with gratitude: 

these Memlxrs :md Friends who fun been cSJX<:i.u ly 

generous in their support over the: past year: 

Am(ric.::an Exprcss COnlp;any 

Mrs. M:l.rtin Ii. Anderson. Jr. 

Sanford C. Bernstein & Company FoundOleion 

Eliz~be:rh Bramwell 

G:lrri son W. Brinton 
Christophf:( Brown 

I3rullschwig &. Fils 
Edw:lrd L~e Ctve, Ille. 

Const:l.nll C ulver Found:ltion 

Cori13 Ch:triublc Trust 

The Dillon Fund 

Armand G. Erpf Fund 

Anne F:tirhx lnd Richard S:tmmons 

Fclicil Fund 
Fidelity FoundOltion 

Couneilmcmlxr Ka thryn Freed 
George Muir. Inr./Gcorge Andrrson 

Gi lder J:ound.::ation 

Agnes G und 

Willilm Talbot llilimall Foundation 

HistOTic 1·louse Trust of New York City 
Cui j:l.cobll Foundation 

Richard l-b mplOn Jl'nrctte Foundat ion 

JT K Found~t ion 

The Kane Lodge Fouud;stion 

P.::amch Kcnd:'dl 
Samuel II. Krt':ss FoundJtion 

i\J1~rt KunSlldtcr Family Foundation 

Josiah Macy. Jr. Found ... tion 

Ne:w York City Dt':p<lrtmt':nt of Cu ltural Affairs. 

Program Development Fund 
Daniel P. and Nlncy C. Padu:wo Foundation 

Mrs. Rushmorr Patte rson 

Paul and Klara Por·t.cie r-ound;nion 

Anhur Ross Fou ndation 
;Gren A. Tr~.1dwrll 

W(' a'T 1,,1'1 wilhoul ade(1u,nc 

words to cxprt'~s ollr sorrow for 

1 he loss or cll'Vl'n rird"ightcrs 

from Engine; ;/Laddcr l), our 

neighborhood i'irehousc on 
c 

Gl'C;}l Jones SlIT('l. They wcrc 

our friends , \Ve Llke great pridc 

in 1 heir ht'roism , A portion of 

. 1JILpmcr.cd:;,lcQl1.1_lluLl9-Lll::._ 

centurv Iiolid,l\' Part" on , • 1 

Decelllh .... 12 will he donatcd 

10 a i'1II111 Cor their r"milies, 

The Museum ~ public education programs (Ire 
sponsored in par/through the gel1erous support 

o/ /he Public Service Award program 0/ the 
Ne w York CiJ)' Department o/Cliltural Affairs. 

II1STU({ I \.II{)USI ~ 'JlW~T()r: N E\V YORK CITY 

City of New York 
Parks & Recreation 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Anne Fairfax. {'hair 

Helcn Michalis Bonebrake 
G:mison W. Brinlon 

Frances Eberhart 
Margarcl Hal sey Gardincr 

Mcrrikay S. Hall, Esq . 
Scott Hcyl 

JI.}scph !lell Lomh<trdi 
Elizabeth Lugar 

R ic hard F. McKcon 
Debordh Spacder McWill iams 

John E. Oden 
Kate Rums Otta\,loo 

Richard Franklin Sammons 
WilHam Soficld 
KlIrCIl Tre:tdwell 

STAFF 
Margaret I talscy Gardi ner 

Executive Director 
Mary A.nne Caton 

Curator 
Joseph Esposito 

Program Director 

I 


