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The Tredwells' 
Summer Home Escapes 
Demolition 

In 1832, thrcc ycars bcforc lic bought 
the house on Founh Street and the year of 
a dcvastaling cholera epidemic in  New 
York City, Seabury Tred\vcll bol~ghr a 
650-acrc farm and colonial farnlhousc on 
the occan i n  Rumson. New Icrscy. He 
\rould later add 150 morc acres to his 
holdings thcrc. For years, thc t'arnily 
dividcll thcir time bctwccn hc i r  c l ~ y  and 
country homcs. 

i n  ICE8. the farmhouse was sold by . 
Gertrude Tredwdl. and sincc then hiis k e n  
the property o f  many priviilc owners. 
Reccnll y. ho\~c\~cr.  the house \vns sold to "Henuerr snve rhe lo(1il.s. frolv fftcy (Iress! 1Vo Imve seeti more colorrrs irr 
a couple \\rho intendcd to demolish it. Illese rm rrtirt~l/us. tltnrr ~ v t !  slro~llrl fnrvc. S ~ L ? I I  c I s ~ ~ Y I I c ~ ~ Y .  1'11 (IS rrrnrty cloys. 

Now [hanks l o  conccrtcd oppc~s~~ion 1VIla1 voriorrsp~r~sols! \vltaf rainbow silk,- m d  ~ctrins! ~ v l ~ a /  pirtkir~g of 111ir1 

by thc Monn~oulh Counly I-lis~orical oockitfgs, a?ldpil~chillg o/rl~itt s/toes, crrdJi'rr~reritrg of ribbotrs aad silk 
rcusels, nrrd (lisplay of rich cloaks wi111 gnrlrly lraods mid lirtinlgs! 

Socicly, local and stale agencies, and 
inrcrcsted individuals, demolition plans 

Charles Dickens, comrncnting i n  Anlrricmr No~es.  1842, on h e  p d d e  d 
have been cancelled. 

fashionably Jrcssed worncn p m c d i n g  up and down Broadway. 
We at the Merchant's House have 

bccn inv&ui fromhe;begioningaad-will - Illuslration from Godey 's h d y  's Book, March 1841 -- -.- - - - -  
do !.clhalever .cvc can to heilj pre&ve ~ h i s  
historically significant stnrctun?. 

A chroniclcr of 19111-century Nc\v 
Dressmaking Exhibit To Open March 2; 

York City society detcrrnincd that 10 bc Will Feature Three-part Lecture Series 
par[ of thc city's socially elite. i t  was 
necessary Tor a Carnil!. to own a home 
"abo\,e B l w k c r "  - and a coun!ry home as 
wcll. Taken lagether. cllesc ~ w o  homcs arc 
the only suniving csamplc of the bygone 
lileslylc or' thc merchant c l i ~ e  who built 
thc comrncrchl founda~~on of the Ctty. 

L i v e  from 
The Merchant's House! 

On JanuaV3, we held our collective 
breath as thc scalfolding camc down 10 

reveal the newly restored 1<832 windows 
and the reinsdlation o f  thc original dark 
grcen shutters on the south facade. 

Channel Five's Good Day ~Vecv York 
was on hand to docurncnt thc unveiling 

"Pcople wonder what the 'Trcd\vell 
wonicn did all day," says Kenneth Loyal 
Smith. curaor ol' thc Merchant's House and 
of the for(licon~ing exhibit. "Dressmaking 
i n  a 19th-ccntury Nc\v York C i t y  
Townhouse." 

"I1 may come as a surprisc to discovcr 
ho\v much timc they spenl scwing thcir 
drcsses." hc continues. "A dressmaker nvho 
came to [Ire Housc would drqe and cut thc 
bodices. bul the rrfomen or  the Housc \vould 
stitch them togciher and conslrucr (he skins 
as well. Not only that. bul they also rnadc 
some of the shirt9 worn by rhe men in thc 
fiimily." 

Thc cxhibir, which opens March 2 and 
runs ~hrough May 27, w ~ l l  fearurc women's 

\\:ill lec~ure at t k  Museum in connection 
with the eshibil. Each lecture will begin 
a1 10;30 a.m., follonved by a rcccption. 

Valeric Srccle, chicl' curator o f  the 
Museum a1 lhc Fashion lnsrirurc uf 
Technology, wi l l  lcad off the scries on 
Wednesday, March 39. Her lopic is 'The 
Comet: Fashioning thc Body." Shc \vill 
esplore the social psychology or  the 
corset and (race how i t  has Cashioned lhc 
iJa1 txdy throughout history. Dr. Slcele 
is n \r-ell-known authority and lhs author 
of numerous books on fashion. 

On T uesdny. Apri l  I I .  Belly Kirke 
\ v ~ l l  spcak on "Updating Draping a la  
V~onna."  An authority on Vionncf, Ms. 
Kirke i s  a former senior conscnlator of the 

with :~ \ i vc  hrcladcaqr. Direqoi Pi ~a rd i ne r  and men's c ~ o ~ h i n  from the Museum's co114on al. h a w u m  of tfie ~ ~ h i m  
conducled a [our ~~~i~ for Tv c o s - . m e  
vietvers as volunt,xfi dmssed as Tr&vc\l like a collapsiblc skirt Corm and an original M(l(lekirlc Vionlrct. 

family members dr i f ted through the Wil lcox and Gibbs chain-l ink scwing June Bove, former consultan1 10 the 
roams. And thc conclusion? The machlnc from lhe curator's privatc Coslumc Tnslilule at the Metropolitan 
rutorit ion was a s~unni ng success. collection. Museum d' Afl and currently professor ol' 

Fifty-Three Restorations did the €11-ra T redwell and her six daugllrers Muscum Studies at rhe Fahion insutute 

pinstaking work, adding U V  protection, \tlerc beautifully dressed, judging irom the of  Technology. wi l l  speak on "Thc Role 

which al1c,n1s us lo  display morc 01. gowns i n  thc Muscum's co l lec~ ion .  o f  the Dressmaker in  thc 19th-ccntuq 

collection throughout [he House. The According to Smith, "The T Townhouse" on Thursday. May 4. 
\vindows have been painted [heoriginal knew fashion and sparcd The Museum is open to visitors 

color as revealed by a microscopic paint asscrnbling lhcir \vnrdrobes." \ Thursday lhrouph Monday. 1 to 5 p.m. 

(corl~i!rrred or1 hack page) b d i n g  ilulhoritics on costume history Gu~dcd lours on Sarurdays and Sundays. 

Tlre A4ercl1c1n: 'I Hortse :\Irtserun is N e ~ c  YOI-k Cily's o~~lvjunuly harm presemed itlracr -illside nnlrd uccc- from rhe I91lr cenlury. A Na~ionul 
H~sroric otrd New York Cily Iar~d~~urk. rbe house war built bt 1832 urrd was lzon~e lo a prosperoru n r e r c / n o l o r  100 years. 

Visir Tlrctrsduy tI)rocrgl~ ,\donday. I 10 5 p . 1 ~ .  Atrd visir usorr 111e web: ~ O . ~ E ~ C J I U ~ I I S I I O I ~ S ~ ? . G O ~  



Tf~rrrsday. March 2 throirgh 
Monda-y, May 27 
cc Dressmaking in a 19th- 
Century New York City 
Town house" 
An exhibit and lecture series focusing 
on the construction of clothing ior a 
wealthy New York City family of the 
19th century. 

The Lecture Series 
$25 each, $60 for the series. A 
reception follows the lectures. Cali 
(212) 777-1089 for reservations or e- 
mail nycl832@merchantshouse.com 

Wedresdo-y. Marcli 29, 10:30 a.m. 
"Tlre Corset: Faslziorrirrg tlzs 
Body" Valerie Steele, chiei curator o i  
the Museum of the Fashion Indtute 
of Technology. 

Tuesday. April I I .  10130 a.m. 
"Updating Drapirrg a la 
Viorrnet" 
Betty Kirke, author of Madeleirre 
Vionriel and former scnior conservator 
at the collection at the Museum of the 
Fashion lnsli tute of Technology. 

Tfzursday, May 4, 10-30 a.m. 
"Tlte Role of tlze Dressrrzaker 
in the 19th-century 
Townhorrse" 
June Bove, .former textilc consew ator at 
r k -  -,+.- h4euopoliran . h t y ~ , ~  d #R add- 
.. . . ~ &  

.?T-? . ..,-: ...,,, :.::.*. . . . .  rm SWa ar 
the ~ a s $ i o ~ l ~ i l u t c  ofTschnology. 

T~~esday, April 13, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Thomas Jefferson 
Birthday Celebration 
Lecture at G p.m., followed by T.J.'s 
Birthday Party at 7 p.m. wirh his 
iavorite foods, including peas, baked 
Virginia ham, and coconut cakc. And 
"the necessity of lifei* (wine). $60, 
members $30. Call (2 12) 777- 1089 or e- 
mail nycl832@n1erchmtshouse.com for 
reservations. 

- 

May 3 1 lo June 15 
Edith Wharton Tour of Italian 
Gardens and Villas 

With a copy of Edith Wharton's 
Ifalian Villas al~d  Their Gardelis in 
hand, 24 lucky people will rctrace the 
steps of  harto on to Italian villas and 
their gardens [his June. Sights such as 
Isola Bella on Lake Maggiore, Villa 
Cicogna at Bisuchio, Villa Borbarigo 
near Padua and Villa Gamberaia near 
FIorence will be included. 

Thomas Hayes and Judith 
Chalficld, leading Edith Wharton and 
lblian garden experts, will direct the 
Lour, which is co-sponsol-ed by 
Classical America and the Merchant's 
House Museum. 

For copy of the itinerary and 
completc travel information, conbcf 

--Tamas .Mew@&, Hayes;---P.O. Bt5X152; 
-., ., . I * .  

. A .  .,-. ,$ .-: .,., 0 .qr  d l  ha at. .. .... 
(4 1 3) 328-9992. 

New Hours for Visiting 
The Museum is now open from 1 lo 5 
p.m., Thursday through Monday. 
Guided toun are available Saturday and 
Sunday. 

To scc what else is happening, 
log on lo our web site: 

www. merchan&house.cotn 

The !\!useunr's public educurion 
progratrrs ore sponsored in par! llzrouglt 
the generous support of /he Public 
Selvice Award program of the New York 
City Deparlmenl of Cull~rral Affairs. 

4 1 ibferchanr's House M u e m  is llre nmvsle~~er ojthe Muem.  
t b Mary Knapp, editor 
I Merclarnr's Houe Museum 
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Coming Attractions 
Beginning in May. . .  
Great New York Writers In 
Great New York Places 2000 

Our third year-long series of 
readings celebrating the history of 
New York City in significant 
architectural and historical sites. 
Sponsored by the Merchant's House 
Museum, the Historic House Trust of 
New York City, City oT New 
Y orklParks and Recreation, and The 
Library of America. For tickets, call 
(2 12) 360- 1378. 

Live from the Merchant-'s House 
( coritinr(edfi.o~n frotrr page) 
analysis- the color of cream. Now we 
are moving on to do the windows on 
the north facade. I i  you would like to 
contribute to this project, make your 
check out to the Merchant's House 
Museum, mark it "windows," and mail 
to 29 East Fourth SLreet, New York, 
NY 10003. Your contribution is tax 
deductible. (Thank you.) 

City of Ncw York 
Parks & Recreation 

Rudolph W. Giuliani, F y o r  
Henry J. Stern. Comrmssmer 


