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Life in the Past Lana 

NoHo-From 19th-Century Suburb To 
2lst-Century Cutting Edge 

When Seabury and Eliza Trcdwell and 
thcir x v a i  children moved into their new 
home a1 29 East Fourlh Slrcc~ I n  1835. nd- 
brick and mublc rowhouscs l i d  Bc strccts 
bctwccn Blecckcr and Fourth. The Bond 
Srrcer Arca. as i~ was lhcn callcd, was on thc 
northern oulskins o f  thc city. Sincc thc 
l82Or. [his elegant suhrh had provided an 
area whcrc wenlthy merchmrs wcrc ablc lo 
tscspc thc congcsiion o f  downlown. 
Omni buscs ran down Broadway and Bowcry 
to Wall Strccr and thc South Strccr Scapor~ 
making ii poqlbll: for ~ h c  City's -first 

z n ~ u i c r x  gcr to and fro- 
business. 

Laf3~crtc Placc was an cxctusivc two- 
hlock-long cnclavc cxlcmling only from 
Astor Placc to Grcal Joncs StrccL At mid- 
Mock on Lsfaycfrc. wound the corncr from 
thc Trcdwells. 51od uric of Ncw York Ci~y's 
most mag nliiccnt rcsidtnccs- C o l o n ~ d c  
Row (also cdlcd L;~Grangc Terrace), ninc 
marble lawn huscu unificd by 3 common 
Cscadc comprising 28 Corinlhian columns 
iwo  stoncs tall. Today. only four of those 
h w c s  remain. hinring dimly of thcir fomcr 
grandcur. 

Across the strcer. cxtcndinp northward 
to Asror Placc. was Vauxhait Garden. on 
outdoor retrcat rvhcrc cwplcr srrolled atong 
gnvcl paths among rrccs and flowers and 
enjoyed thearrrcal prcscnfations and 
fireworks a1 night. 

And on the narrhwcsl corncr of 
Lafayerre and Fourth Strecl. the Middle 
Dutch Rciormcd Church was just going 
up-a Creek Rtvivat  sirucrure wirh 25-1011 

granite columns across t k  front. 
By rhc l a k  1840s. commcrcial 

cscablishmcnrs hegan ro replaec the 
residcnccs dong Broadway rn New York City 
marched northward. 

AFtm the Civil War, area tcsidcnts 
cunlinucd 10 abandon t k i r  rowhouscs for 
more kshonabtc prccincis uptom. 

In  thc 1880s. Lalayctte Placc was 
extcndcd south to Ciry Hall. and commercial 
Iraffic h q a n  to rumble through rhc met-  
scrcnc strccrs of Grcar Jones, Bond, and 
Blccckcr. Thc Middlc Dutch Church w n ~  

-. u b r L b  kl~bdrit k-; ..-- 
bccamc slotcs. and manufncturing lofts 
domiwired thc area 

Through i r  all, ihc Trcdwclls sraycd in 
thcir Fourth Slrctr hornc. Ou~sidc thcir 
dour$. ihc world hunlcd loward thc modcm 
age: insidc very littlc changed. 

In rcccnr years. ~ h c  neighborhood 
north ol Houston has expcricnced a 
rebirth-today NoHo i s  historic. and hip. 
Tauris~s nnd narivc New Yorkcrs ulikc arc 
drawn ru ihc m a  for 11s culling-edgc shops. 
restaurants. and thcacrs. nor to mcnlion 
historic sitcs. 

Eleven Ncw York City landmarks arc 
iocatcd in NoHo. including 19th-ccntury 
casr-iron buildings [ikc those that have madc 
neighboring SoHo world famous. 

The vcnerablc New York insritutions 
or New York Univtrsity. Cooper Union. and 
Ihe Public Theater arc here. And afier 167 
years. [he Merchant's Housc conlinues to 
stahd proudly ar the center of the NoHo 
unlvene. 

-hze la k ~ w ~ ~ w e d  VK . kt rad-v 
days of dte f i t t H s $  

' 
Around Our House 
4 We are thrillcd to report that the 
restoration of rhc: west wall has bccn 
complacd. Thc IirtaI phase v l  a lcng~hy md 
involved Chrcc-step proccss ro repair the 
scvcrcly water-damagcd wall and to prcvcm 
furlher infiltration of watcr was thc Iatut 
~complishmcnt in what Christophw Gray ol' 
The New Yurk Times has mllcd ' lhc pristinu 
picscrvarion of the Metchanr's House." Our 
thanks. oncc agarn. to Prcscrv. IQC. and Jan 
Hird Pakorny Assoc~atcs fnr heir rupurb 
work. und 10 The Andy Wnrhal Fuutdarlon for 
thc Ans. Amcr~cm Express Cornp;my. rhc 
Fclicia Fund. a d  thc Historic Hvusc TIUW of 
Nc* York City's Landmarks Prcscwaaoq Fund 
for generously funding [his criricd projecl. 

+ Our rhanks to Ca~hcrinc Sronc. Maq 
Tredwcll Botway. and Richard Trcdwcli. who 
responded to our Wish Lisr with gcncrous 
donaiions. Ms. Slooc has provided rhrl 
Museum wirh a powcrhousc PC and pridtcr. 
This spring a holly bush a d  pink camclir. a 
gifi from Ms. Botwav. wil l  be planied in the 
garden. and a bold ncw banner will soon 
announce our prescnce in h e  neighborhood. 
thanks ro Mr. Trdwelt. [Wish lisr flash: no* 
we need a new fax mxhine-plensc snyonc'?) 

Thr hitri.hnr'.r Hirnsc 3luseurn rs Kew rod Cil\-'s t ) n l y j m r ~  l l u r r r c p w n t d  r l r ~ ~ r l I ~  rnrucr-msrde rmdctur+mrn ~ h c  19rh ctnrun. A h5rmonal Hisrunc ~ n d  
.Srh Ytwk Ctr! h d n c r r l i .  rhr ki~ust lrcu bulr m IW? '!nd mtrr  home furrptospruw mcrclumtfirar~l~jor l&?.vt~rr. 

Open SUll(i(~,v i h n 1 ~ ~ 1 1  Tkurdl~y. i rv J p nt, 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS A 

Tuesdq, Aprff 13, 6p.zrz. Tuesday MQ-v 18.6:30-8.30 p.m. 
T k i m a s  JeFfersop Job* B e r e d l  Leads Henry James 
Birthday Celebrdlon Bcsi-selling author John Ecrcndt (Mid- 
Illustrated lecrun by Richard Franklin hitkc in rlu Gardm 01 Good pnd Evil) 
Sammohs, archittcr, Fairfax & reads s personal sekction from one of rhc 

I u r n  
Smmons ArchilcCfg P.C.. followed auhors hc loves most. Hcncp Jamcs. Board of Directors 
by T.J.'s Birrhdny Parly fenturing Rcctplibn Callowr S5D. members S25. 
~ o m c  of Jefferson's favorite foods Rescrv&ions (21 2) 777- 1089. Merrikay S. Ball. Esq.. 
[PEAS!!) 560, mernbcrs $30. Cl~ni t 
Rcscrva~ioo~ (2121 777-1089, 

Great Now York Wrilms Hclcn Michalis Bonehnkt 

Thlrrs&. April 22. I p.m. In Great New Y~fk Places Joan Bull 
..Ky kuir: Michaci Connms 

Tlie Rockt feMer  Hanqe" 
Frances Ebehm ' 

A yex-long re;bing series 
An illuflrah~d Ieaure by Ann 

Anne Fairfax 

Rackefcllcr Robcrr~ and bcr &ughtu. 
cckbraliag the literpry history of Mxgarcc Halsey Gardincr 
Nc w York Cil y in sigdicanc 

Mary Lmisc Piecsok ~ t h o r  and 
Dcborah Spacder McWiliiuns 

archkaurd a& hislatic sites, A 
phol6grlphct of The Rockefelfcr John E. Orlcn 

rcccption faEows cach reading. 
Forni?~ Harrlc: K$nit. In t&ajunction 

Kale  bur^ Orravino 
Rncrw~iuns (212) 360-1 378. $30 

with thc Bcvu Arts Alliance. Lwlurt: Richard Franklin Sammohs 
each rtdimg. f N O  f ~ r  the scrie. 

wilt bc hcld 3~ 115 Eau 74th Strwt. A 
Ekzahcrh Lugar Schaftr 

boak-signing and rcccption will 
Lynne Stak 

follow. $20, vncmbcrs $10. 
%rulay, April 29, h c n  Treadwell 
6 to 8 .m. 

k u r v ~ i o n s  (212) 773- 1089. lamcr k n i n a c  ~ o o ~ c r  a rhs 
bfuscum of dac Amcrifan Indian 

Staff 
Srmtbr~, Muy 9. ? ml3 pnt. Mnrguel Halscy Gardincr 
uHei)rt~ and F3tnc.ers" Exccrr f ive JJirector 
Mother's D i ~ y  Tea 

Thucsday. June 10, 

Scones. tea samlwichcs. h e a r t - n h p d  
6 u, 8 p.m. Miini Shcrman 
ThcGcat Diurias of Ncw Yurk at 

dcsscrrs, and I= will bf scrvcd i n  our Cumlrlr 
W New Yark GcncnlogicnC and 

walled gardcn. Two scqtings. $35 pm Didpiyhical Socicly 
couplc. Rcscrvstions (11 2) 777-1089. 

Mary Knapp 
.Educurior~ Codrclirreror 

. . Tccsday. Octabcf 29. 
6 10 I p.m - CardStalia! 
WiIla Cathct u rhc'saknagundi Asgirriitit to rhc lkrecrw 

Jrmc~":. A Walling 'Paur 
~ISCI Hcnry Wopc Rccd a1 tAc 

Club 

Mcrckjnt's Ilousc lor a walking tour sf Mimday, Novcmbcr 15, end 
tlcnry lames's world-from Union 
Square LO Grace Clrureh via 

Tucday, Nbvtmbcr 16. 

Washington Square. Gmhcring in chc 6 ro t p.m. 
Runyon. Licbling, and Mitchcll at 

1 garden follows. In  conjunction wi~h 
Chsdcal America. $15. mcmbcn $12. 

C h u ~ n l c y ' ~  

4 
Reservations (21 2) 777-1089. 

r- - 1;- f i r h n n l ' s  Umsr nurcu~  is the newrl@u#r of rhe Mekum. 
~ V N ?  Knnpp. rdiwr 

Ch ofMw Ywk 
paris & Rcwation 
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