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From the Director 
''He was a bold rnun \vho/irsl ale 

air oysfer. " wrole Jottallron J'wi/r. 
severol cetrturies ago. Agreed. Bur 
rile idea cerrninly carighl on. In 1859, 
wlte~t rlte Tredwells were livittg ia flte 
Mercimnl's House, residenrs of rle 
Cify Jpeill more money 011 oysrers 
r l m ~  on butcl~er's meal. Lmr year, 
Ihorsandr a d  rllausa~tds came 10 orrr 
Jrst-ever New York Cify Oysler 
Festival, coturunirig 16,000 of rhe 
l a~ l y  bi-valves. The pas! in rlle 
presenr-a))d file star/ of so~nell~ing 
Brolxli~~grragian. 

We are deljghled aird prorrd to ~rore 
r l ~ r  G~rin~ress, a foru~ding 5po11sor of 
our Fesfival losf par, is crearing 
Grrinness Oysler Festivals it1 12 
ciries ncross 11w C O I I I I ~ I ~  i)r 1998. 
h ~ d  i/ 011 srnrred ri~lrr Ime, on Easl 
Forrrrlr Slreel. 

1 Iwpe yorl'll be able 10 cottre 10 111e 
Mrrsewn's seco)td onf~rrol Oysler 
Fesfival 011 Ocfoher 3 for sum mrt? 
I ~ i s ~ o ~ - i ~ r - r l ~ - t n u n g .  We'?& goiq 
jor 11w world record:'lhe largest 
number of oysrers consumed in a doy. 
The Guinness Book of Records bvill 
be rrackj~~g orrr srrccess. And ~ v l m  a 
pain-pee-dare I sny@w?- way 10 

s~rpporr rlre M I I S ~ I I I ~ I ,  wilh sen-fiesk 
Blrre Pobr oysrers atrd perfecf p i ~ t s  
of Guin,)ess. 

b 
€xecuti\~c Director 

Museum's 
Door No 
Longer 
Shabby Chic 

--,.7 The Iron't"iMr"fiS Tedently th8 
~k?jM - - ~ S ~ X F ~ ! ~ V E -  l?Z?!:*- 

j o b  b z y l o r  of ~ i f t u s  
Restoration. New Y ork City. 

The restoration is one of thc many 
benefits of our alliance with Tbc 
Historic House Trust of New York 
City, an organization working in 
partnership with the Cit); of Neal YorW 
Parks & Recreation LO preserve and 
support the 19 historic houses located 
i n  parks in all five borouphs. 

Merchant's 
Presents 
Second Ann 

"Guinness Time," Cried the Oysters 

ual 
Oyster Festival 

Join us on Oc tokr  3 from noon 10 9 p.m. when we close East Founh Slrcer from 
Lalayel~e S ~ r e e ~  ro Bowery lo celebrale the time when New York City was the capital 
of thc booming norrheas~ern oyster industry and oyslcr bars lined 1hc sl~mcs of lower 
Manhartan. 

Radio and TV host Ian 0' Malley \\Jill emcec Ihc Guinness Oyskr Festival this year. 
which will fmrure live music and entertainmen(, the New York City Oyskr Shucking 
Championship, celebrity appeamnces, children's activities. and more. 

Among the featured artists: B/ack 47, returning by popular demand; Ormsa, making 
their first U.S. appearance; 5 Chinese Drorl~ers; and Freddie Wlti~e.  You'll know 
you're i n  the right place when you see the 40-foot-high inflated pinls of Guinness 
s w i n g  guard over Founh Slree~. 

Life r'n the Past Lone The Trcdwclls d idn '~  have far to go LO gel lhcir oyslers. 
Tompkins Market, a wmden slruclure on Third A\lcnue bctwecn Sixth and Seventh 
S~reers, just around Ihc comer. opened in 1 WO with slalls (or meal, produce, and fish. 
Oyster vendors lined rhe sidewalk in front of the public marker. Across [he street, farm 
wagons parked in the triangle chat now houses St. Gaudens's statue of Perer Cooper. 

Many Market Ups-and-Downs Ago, 
Seabury Tredwell BulIish on Transportations, 
Utilities, Real Estate 

In 1863, two years belore his death. Light Company in Brooklyn (1000 
Seabury Tredwell was heavily inveskd share worth $20,000 in 1863 dollars), 
i n  railroads, as well as remnlly fonned and was invest4 i n  the New York Gsls 
gas companies, and- like a true New Company as well as the Manhattan 
Yorker- real estate. Gas Company, [he manufactory h a t  

Evidence of Tredwell's holdings was supplied illuminating gas lo 9-9 East 
recendy found by David Roberts of  Fourrh S~reet. 
Brunswick, Maine. among his mother's His  real es ta te  holdings were 
personal ~ f f e ~ c ~ .  subs[antial including f i ve  I n f a  i n  

MESS had worked for the Harlem, a large farm in Shreivsbury. 
" 

::c,\ ;Lm;';-&,mc c::tt!c: 32 Ber!- 
look the informatkon from Seabury Streel, a lot on 53rd Streel, lors i n  
Tredwell's pcrsonal ledger. Unfortu- Brooklyn, a factory on Front Street. and 
nately. the ledger iLself has long since of course the Fourth Street house in 
vanished Manhatun. He had also lent largc sums 

While the information we have iS  lo various individuals. 
fragmentary. it sbows that in 1863 We are grateful to Mr. Roberls for 
Tredwvell owned shares in the New York making this infomalion available to us, 
Central, Erie, Hartford & New Hainen, hemby adding to our knowledge of the 
and Michigan Cenlral rai1roads.H~ also story of the Merchant's Housc. 
held a large position i n  Citizens Gas 

Tlte ~Werclranr 's Holue Mi~seum is New York Ciry 's only fanily home preserved inlac!. huide and our,lS.om rhe 19rl1 century and Greenwich Village's 
oirly lris~oric home nu~rertni. A row lrorlre buiQ in 1832, if is 111e City's prime exanlple of a Greek Revival /ram. A New York City and National Hisloric 

Ia~ldnlork. ir r t w  home ro tiardrunre nlerclro)~~ Siubr~ry Tredwell and fmri/yJor IW years. Conlpere wirh original furnirrire, clor/~i,zg, and 
nrenwrabilia. 11 oflerr nn bltin~ore glimpse inlo rile 11Yaryk of a prospem~~ New York Cily merchlu~r fam'lq. of /he 19/11 celrtury. 



Sunday, Septerrr.be~- 2 7. 1 to 4 pm. 
Walking Tour, a 19Lh-Century 
Merchant a1 Home and at  Work 
Meel at the Merchant's House for a celebrutmg the Iuernry hislory of 
tour of the landmarked family home. IVBV York City in signifcatzl 
Then walk with y o ~ w  guide or lake h e  u-rd~ilee~uroi urrd historical sdes. 
bus lo the Sou& Streer Seaport Spons~ed b.y the Merchant's Hullre Board of Directors 
Museurn, where the tour i-Gll Ahisanl, The Historic I-louse Tmst of 

New Fork C q ,  !,e C Q  of New YorL! Merrikay S. Hall, Esq. 
reconvene ar 3 p.m $1 5, $12 members 

Parks& Recreatiort, nnd the Library of the Merchant's House or South Helen hhchalis Bonebrake 
Skeet Seaport h4useun 
R e s a w  tions (2  17,) 745-5590. Michael con no^ 

I.iJedriesday, September 16, 6 p.m. Frances Berhart 
Sahrt-dny, October 3, 
Noon f o  9pm.  Rain &re October 4 W a l t  Whi tman Anne Fairfax 

Second Annua l  Oyster  Festival 111 For t  Greene P a r k  Margaret Haisey Gardiner 

Live  nus sic, enlertainmsnt, NYC Myrile .4vcnue, Cumbzrland Street, Deborah McWilliams 

Oyster Shuchng Chamnpionshfip, and kKa lb  Avenue. Brooklyn. Free John E. Oden 

oyste~s,  Guinness. Admissiou fi-ee. Kate Burns Ottavino 

Special privale chanlpagne and oyster Carolyn Robzrto ( L m ~ i  tus) 
Monday. Tuesday, Wedrresduy, 

benefit receptionin h e  garden Richa'rd Franklin S ammons 
October 19,20,21,6 to 8 pm. Elim beth Lugar Schafer 
Edit11 Whar ton  

Call to reserve (21 2) 777- 1089 At  the Merchant 's  House KarenTread well 
Wednesday, October 7, 12r30 p.m. Famed stage ackess Irene Wort11 

Life of the  I r i sh  Girls  
Reception follows. $20 Guided tour ullli curator Mi~ui Margaret Hdsey Gardiuer 

Shennarl focusiug on the life of the Executive Director 
dornestic servants who lived in h e  h.l;n; Slle~mnan 
House. Bring a lunch to eat in the 
garden before the tour. rvearber 

Carol S toliar 
Assisrnru ro E/E Director 

Stinday, Ocrober IS, 2 pm. We Are Grateful to the 
Old New York, a Walking T o u r  Sporisors of 
Promenaders ~a ther a t  the h4crchanl's The  1993 Oyster Festival 
House to join Netuy Hope Reed for a Bloonr.brrg fi'ehia 

tour of Renwick's 1846 Grace Cliurch " DI-arv ULE Lux 

and o h e r  sites of Old New York. Tour Rect Bonk 

of llie House and reception follow. A Gorhlm~ Senjood 
Guhnns Import Cornpan): 

collaboralion of Classical America aud IrisI~ Georg iar~. Socieiy 
the Me~rhant's House. h'err. York CotrrzcB fur the 
$1 O ,  rnembzrs frzz. Hiirnon dies \Y in - \%'in - \Y in 
Resavations (21 2) 777-1089. New X'ork Press Redecorating? Cleaning' Out Closzts? 

Don't put retired china, glasswarz, or  
Sntllr.day, Ocrohr 31, 7 to 9p.m. decorative iterm out with the trash (hey're 
H a I l o w e e ~ ~  Reading and  Revelry ,Sw@ Hibernian .bung e loo good for that) or try to sell h e m  (more 
Gregory St. Johl 's  bewitching reading of Trhrc Cornpnnks, Inc. trouble than it's worlli); donate then1 10 

Charles Dickens's 19111-centuqr st.olies our new resale shop. 
"Silies and Nancy" and "Captain And to Our NOH0 You'll be able to takc a tax deduction. 
Murderer" at 7 p.m Reception nilh spirits Neighborhood Sporisors the Merchant's House will realizz a 
(astral and ohenvise) a t  8 p.m Back by Do(ll~fiuse welcome rrlonelary conhibution, and the 
popular danand, a special appearance by 

Th.5 NOH0 Srar 
new owner of your  donation will be 

Plan-orks 
N O J T ~ I I  Bates's n~other.. T/E Pop Slzop 

delighted. It's a win-uln-win situation. 
$15, ~nernbers $10. RhuburbHome Call (21 2) 777-1 089 for details. 
Reservations (21 2) 777-1 089. TIME ~ n f e  

b&~chrx's  Eorrse ~l:ftrseum is rhe newslener of the Mrse~tm. Parks 6 Recrzarion 
. b I q  Krvrpp. tduor 

.?%rchcui~'s Bousc Museum 
1 P.Eusj Fwrdi S i ~ c i s ,  Ncw FQ.+ ivy 10003 Rudofph W. Guliani, hllayor 

i w q & k ~ . j ~ : i q f a  fzi? 1 777=4!&1 hew 5.61~14. (3mzka-r  
---.*- 


